
SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 
MINUTES of the Masterplan Committee Meeting held on  

Monday 22nd February 2021 at 3.30pm  
at  

Champions Manor Hall 
 

                                      Present     
                         Councillor M O’Brien (Chair) 
 
Councillor D Thompson Councillor A Shearring 
Councillor D Eley Councillor P Ferry  

 
 

In attendance: Town Clerk,   
 

M65 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Birch.  

M66 Dispensations considerations  
 No dispensations received 

M67 Declarations of interest   
No declaration of interest received 

 
M68 Public Questions 

Member of the public present, document shared with Councillors detailing 
concerns.  Resident raised concerns regarding the infrastructure with regard 
to the Masterplan.    

 
M69 Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on the 12th January 2021 were proposed 
by Councillor Thompson and seconded by Councillor Eley and approved as 
a true record of the meeting.  

 
M70 Masterplan update: 

• Councillor O’Brien and Thompson provided a verbal update following 
the Chelmsford City Council Policy Board meeting.  Following the 
questions raised by the Town Council submission, Chelmsford City 
Council Officers stated that the Town Council would be able to liaise 
with the Chelmsford City Council with regard to sports provision 
within the Town.  The other concerns raised with regard to 
infrastructure are dealt with at a planning application stage and 
would not be considered at the approval of the Masterplan.   

• Members considered the submission made to the Chelmsford City 
Council Policy Board and agreed the following amendments: removal 



of the questions asked, reiterate the point that the Town is semi rural 
and that residents are dependant on motor vehicle travel due to 
transport routes, and to reinforce that where possible the Town 
Council would welcome working in partnership with the City Council 
with regard to leisure facilities and open spaces within the Town.  
Copy of submission attached to the minutes. 

 
M71 Report to Council  

To circulate submission made to the Chelmsford City. 
 
M72  Media Coverage 
  No media coverage 
 
M73   Next Meeting 
  Future meeting date to be agreed.  
 
There being no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting  
At 4:15pm 
 
Signed …………………………………………………………   Date:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



South Woodham Ferrers Town Council (The Town Council) 
Masterplan Site 10 – Land North of South Woodham Ferrers 

Chelmsford City Council Cabinet Meeting (2nd March 2021) Submission 
 
The South Woodham Ferrers Town Council welcomes the opportunity to comment on the 
Masterplan for site SG10. 

Accomplishments 
• The Town Council wishes to note for the record that level of engagement it has received from 

Countryside Properties and its Devcomms teams has been very professional, high quality, 
welcoming and indeed a very pleasant experience throughout this process and should be 
considered as a model for future development engagements of this type. 

• We support the layout and green focus of the development and the amount of open space that is 
being provided. 

• We support and are pleased with the commitment from the developers to ensure the whole site 
is constructed to Essex Vernacular design standards, in keeping with the rest of the town. 

• We have noted the changes to the public transport commitments, and we are pleased that a (5 
year) expansion of the 36 service, including its through journey to Broomfield Hospital, as well 
as enhanced links to Basildon, are now part of the Masterplan submission. 

Clarifications 
The Town Council raises the following points that we believe require further due diligence. 

• The Town Council believes the pedestrian crossing of the Burnham Road for senior school pupils 
still remains unsafe and we would like to see more thought and consideration for safer crossings 
to be examined. 

• The Town Council would like to see the new primary school constructed and brought into 
operational use as soon as possible as this will reduce crosstown car journeys, a problem already 
identified by the submission from Essex Highways.  Trying to juggle existing capacity and 
catchment areas will increase journey distances for all our primary school pupils and create 
considerably more car journeys. 

• The question of traffic on the Burnham road and through to the Rettendon Turnpike will always 
be an emotional one, and the Town Council has strived to remove all the emotion from our 
rationale.  The Town Council cannot form a reasoned opinion on any other potential traffic 
issues of the roadway due to the lack of comprehensive and verifiable surveys and/or accurate 
modelling. 

• The Town Council notes that there are still significant drainage capacity issues to be addressed 
and we acknowledge that talks are on-going with Anglian Water.  The Town Council has 
considerable concerns that a couple of issues still require addressing, these being the current 
Burnham Road drainage not having the capacity to carry further run off and ensuring that the 
lowest point on the Masterplan site can handle the distribution of wastewater which, based on 
the Masterplan, will be for around 75% of the whole site. 

Key Points Summary 
The Town Council would welcome more opportunity to be engaged regarding the use of the 
‘recreational land’ as we have many demands from a number of sports that could benefit from more 
local facilities.  We believe this overall use should not just be weighted around the traditional 
commercial ‘pitches for hire’ models between rugby, football and cricket. 

The Town Council believes that throughout this Masterplan process, the planners have not fully 
comprehended the uniqueness of the South Woodham Ferrers Site 10 within the whole Local Plan 
process.  South Woodham Ferrers is not an urban or sub-urban location, it is a semi-rural location.   
As a consequence, the dependency on road travel and the car will always remain higher than for the 
other development sites located within the urban and sub-urban zones of Chelmsford.   The on-going 



need to expand the successful Chelmsford City Park & Ride effectively demonstrates the need that 
semi-rural communities will require good car access to Chelmsford and give further weight to this 
rationale.   

South Woodham Ferrers both needs and supports the City of Chelmsford to be a successful, 
environmentally aware centre of commerce, shopping, culture and trade.  We welcome this 
development and understand the need for new homes for our community to grow and prosper.  
However, the Town Council still believes the Burnham Road, the pedestrian and cycle crossings and 
the general road transport infrastructure solution requires more work before ‘locking down’ and 
handing over to the professional teams of the developers and planning lawyers in the pre-planning 
stage.   

The Town Council would strongly support the cabinet in its decision to request more due-diligence 
and evidence-backed design of proof of a sustainable pedestrian, road and cycle transport policy 
before giving the final approval to this otherwise very competent Masterplan for South Woodham 
Ferrers. 
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