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SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 
ENVIRONMENT & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

 
 

MINUTES of a meeting held at Champions Manor Hall  
on Tuesday 24th August 2021 at 7.30pm  

 

Present: 
Councillor K Bentley (in the Chair) 

  
Councillor Humphrey      Councillor Birch       Councillor Shearring    
                 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Open Spaces Officer and Councillor O’ Brien. 

E231 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence received from Councillor Eley, Kelly, John, Wilson, 

Thompson & Lobar 

E232 Dispensation considerations 

 No dispensation considerations received 

E233 Declarations of interest 

 No declarations of interest received  

E234  Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 7th July 2021 were approved as a true 

record of the meeting. 

E235 Public Questions  

No members of the public present. 

E236 Budgetary Position  
The current budgetary position as at 16th August 2021 as attached to the 

agenda was noted 

E237  Garden of Remembrance  

It was AGREED to defer this Item until the next Environment meeting on 
10th November 21 when the Town Clerk and Open Spaces Officer had 

attended a garden of Remembrance course and investigated this Item 

further for committee to discuss. 

E238 Hanging Basket & Planter Displays 
 Committee discussed possible locations for new displays at the garden of 

Remembrance and the Village Gates on the B1012 Woodham Road & 
A132 Burnham Road. It was AGREED to defer this item until the next 

Environment meeting on the 10th November 2021. 

E239 Report Fenn Warden 

Report from Fenn Warden August 21 detailed below, the Warden will be 
asked to attend the next meeting:  
It has been an interesting few months on the Woodham Fenn; a cool 

spring followed by drought meant that the grassland looked very thin at 
the start of summer, but the heavy rain we subsequently had meant that 

the vegetation grew rapidly from June and looked spectacular by July, 
with a fine display of flowers and fine grasses in the hay meadows. The 
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rapid growth also meant that paths quickly got overgrown, so EWT staff 

carried ought some path clearance as well as the council’s own contractor. 

The annual tree safety survey has been carried out and thankfully there is 

nothing significant to report. 

The area where bee orchids have been found was strimmed late winter 

but sadly (probably due to the poor spring,) no orchids were seen this 

year; fingers crossed for next year. 

The grazing field went ungrazed this year because of the grazier’s illness 
and Covid restrictions limiting EWT resources. That being said, the sward 

is still in good condition and is regularly used by Snipe in the winter 

months. 

The volunteer warden, Andy, has been visiting regularly and has recorded 
lots of interesting sightings including slow worms, water voles and several 

interesting invertebrates. 

Kingfishers are regularly spotted on the pond and the barn owls 

successfully fledged young in the box on the western boundary of the 

northern half of the reserve. 

E240 Public Toilets 
The Open Spaces Officer updated the Committee on the correspondence 

from Chelmsford City Council stating that unfortunately there are no plans 
currently to provide public conveniences in South Woodham Ferrers. 

 
Proposal: To redirect all concerns and questions from residents 
regarding Public Conveniences to Chelmsford City Council and to put this 

signposting information in the Focus magazine.  
Proposed: Councillor Birch 

Seconded: Councillor Humphrey  

Vote:  Carried  

E241 Climate and Ecological Emergency Focus Group 
Councillor Bentley gave a verbal update on the recent Climate and 
Ecological Focus Group meeting on Monday 23rd August 21 discussing 

being a Vegan. Mr James Eley did a presentation to the group on following 
a plant-based diet. A new Facebook page will be set up under the Town 

Council. The Town Clerk is to assist with the merging of the Climate and 

Ecological Toolkit. 

E242 Working Schedule 

Working schedule as attached to the agenda was noted. 

E243 Report to Council 

Committee agree to report the following: 

• Resident questions and concerns regarding Public Toilets are to be 

signposted to Chelmsford City Council 

E244 Media Coverage 

Public Toilets article in the Focus. 
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E245 Next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting is 10th November 2021.  

There being no further business to discuss, the Chairman closed the meeting at 

8.57pm. 

Signed…………………………………………              Date: 10th November 2021 

Chairman of the Meeting 

 

 


