
 

 

   

Dear Ms Hawkes  

 

I am writing further to the meeting of Cabinet yesterday evening. As advised by Councillor Mackrory, please 

find a written response to your representation set out below. 

 

• The Town Council believes the pedestrian crossing of the Burnham Road for senior school pupils 

still remains unsafe and we would like to see more thought and consideration for safer crossings to be 

examined. 

 

It is unclear which crossing this refers to.  Crossings 3 and 4 would provide the most direct routes to the 

secondary school and these are both toucan crossings. Crossing 5 would be uncontrolled but would have a 

left in left out with an island in the middle so that there would be a safe refuge in the middle.  The final 

details on the crossings will be determined at planning application stage. 

 

• The Town Council would like to see the new primary school constructed and brought into 

operational use as soon as possible as this will reduce crosstown car journeys, a problem already 

identified by the submission from Essex Highways.  Trying to juggle existing capacity and catchment areas 

will increase journey distances for all our primary school pupils and create considerably more car journeys. 

 

The City Council see the new primary school as an essential part of this development, in addition to meeting 

the demand for new school places, it would provide a real community focus, reduce the need to travel, 

promote active travel modes such as walking, scooting and cycling and create the opportunity for co-located 

community facilities.  The City Council has written to the education authority at Essex County Council urging 

them to commit to the delivery of the primary school.  

 

• The question of traffic on the Burnham road and through to the Rettendon Turnpike will always be 

an emotional one, and the Town Council has strived to remove all the emotion from our rationale.  The 

Town Council cannot form a reasoned opinion on any other potential traffic issues of the roadway due to 

the lack of comprehensive and verifiable surveys and/or accurate modelling. 

 

A detailed Transport Assessment will be undertaken once the actual details of the proposal are known and 

this is determined by the description of the planning application, based on the principles of the masterplan. 

Once at this stage the traffic data obtained by the applicant from February 2020 will be used along with likely 

trip rates from the various aspects of the development (based on Census data from South Woodham Ferrers) 
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to model the likely impact the development will have on the surrounding area and on nearby junctions. This 

will then determine what mitigation is needed in the form of changes to junctions etc. If the Highway 

Authority does not agree with the assessment they will ask for changes to be made to make the impact 

acceptable 

 

• The Town Council notes that there are still significant drainage capacity issues to be addressed and 

we acknowledge that talks are on-going with Anglian Water.  The Town Council has considerable concerns 

that a couple of issues still require addressing, these being the current Burnham Road drainage not having 

the capacity to carry further run off and ensuring that the lowest point on the Masterplan site can handle 

the distribution of wastewater which, based on the Masterplan, will be for around 75% of the whole site. 

The developers know that there are constraints in the sewage network and are in discussions with Anglian 

Water about this.  Anglian Water will be a consultee on the planning application and will need to identify 

if any further mitigation is needed to be provided by the developer to improve the network and allow for 

the increased capacity required. 

 

The development will include a sustainable drainage scheme which will hold water back in swales and ponds.  

This should actually slow down the flow of water from the site compared to the existing situation. 

 

Key Points Summary 

The Town Council would welcome more opportunity to be engaged regarding the use of the ‘recreational 

land’ as we have many demands from a number of sports that could benefit from more local facilities.  We 

believe this overall use should not just be weighted around the traditional commercial ‘pitches for hire’ 

models between rugby, football and cricket. 

 

The City Council will continue to engage with the local sports clubs in South Woodham Ferrers 

 

The Town Council believes that throughout this Masterplan process, the planners have not fully 

comprehended the uniqueness of the South Woodham Ferrers Site 10 within the whole Local Plan process.  

South Woodham Ferrers is not an urban or sub-urban location, it is a semi-rural location.   As a 

consequence, the dependency on road travel and the car will always remain higher than for the other 

development sites located within the urban and sub-urban zones of Chelmsford.   The on-going need to 

expand the successful Chelmsford City Park & Ride effectively demonstrates the need that semi-rural 

communities will require good car access to Chelmsford and give further weight to this rationale.   

 

The proposal includes improvements to passenger transport as well as providing a network of cycle and 

pedestrian routes.  The impact of the development on the highway network will be contained in the 

transport assessment, which will accompany the planning application.  

 

South Woodham Ferrers both needs and supports the City of Chelmsford to be a successful, 

environmentally aware centre of commerce, shopping, culture and trade.  We welcome this development 

and understand the need for new homes for our community to grow and prosper.  However, the Town 

Council still believes the Burnham Road, the pedestrian and cycle crossings and the general road transport 

infrastructure solution requires more work before ‘locking down’ and handing over to the professional 

teams of the developers and planning lawyers in the pre-planning stage.   

The Town Council would strongly support the cabinet in its decision to request more due-diligence and 

evidence-backed design of proof of a sustainable pedestrian, road and cycle transport policy before giving 

the final approval to this otherwise very competent Masterplan for South Woodham Ferrers. 

 

The transport assessment cannot be produced at this stage. It needs the details of the planning application 

to be able to model the proposed development. The masterplan is a high-level document, setting out the 

principles of the development.  Masterplans do not contain sufficient detail for transport assessments to 



 

 

accompany them.  The masterplan provides the commitment from the developers to improve existing 

highway junctions once the preferred mitigation measures are known.   

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Legal and Democratic Services 


